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Duke at Virginia Tech...................................Jeff Rubin

*OBC members are easily identified by their Orange jackets
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IMPORTANT MEDIA DATES

Sun. Oct. 16 BCS Standings Released

Thur. Nov. 1 2013 Discover Orange Bowl Online Credential Application 
Opens

Sat. Dec. 1 Dr Pepper ACC Championship Game (EPSN)

Across College Football

Coaches Poll Movers and Shakers - This weekend brought a lot of change to the USA Today Coaches Poll. Alabama and Oregon 
remain ranked one and two, but the three other teams in the top five all lost on Saturday. South Carolina takes over the number three spot 
from LSU after its win over then-No. 5 Georgia, while the Tigers drop down to No. 8 following their loss to Florida. West Virginia climbs 
up to No. 4 with their victory over Texas, and Kansas State rounds out the new top five thanks to a 40-point win over Kansas. The other 
big climbers on the weekend were the No.6 Gators, who moved up five spots over the weekend, and No. 10. Oklahoma, who jumped four 
spots with its win over Texas Tech. Texas A&M makes its poll debuts at No. 21, while No. 24 Louisiana Tech and No. 25 Iowa State are 
ranked for the first time this season as well. The Red Raiders, Nebraska and Northwestern were knocked out of the poll with losses over 
the weekend. TCU dropped 10 spots to No. 23 with their first loss of the season, while No. 11 Florida State (down seven), No. 12 Georgia 
(down seven) and No. 15 Texas (down six) were the other teams to fall the furthest. 
Beasts of the East - The Big East has three teams ranked in both polls for the first time since the final poll of the 2009 season (No.16 
Louisville, No.19 Rutgers, No. 20 Cincinnati).  Equally impressive, all three of those teams are undefeated on the season. The only other 
conference with three teams still perfect on the season is the SEC.
He’s the Man-ti - Notre Dame is off to its best start in ten years, sitting at 5-0 for the first time since 2002. The Irish went on to finish 
10-3 that year, and like this season they had early wins against Purdue, Michigan, and Michigan State. Integral to the Fighting Irish’s 
success has been the play of linebacker Manti Te’o, who has racked up 48 tackles, two for loss, three interceptions, three pass break-ups 
and two fumble recoveries on the season. Leading the nation’s number two scoring defense through one of the toughest schedules in 
college football, the senior captain has emerged as a legitimate Heisman candidate 

Bruised, not Broken - After Penn State stumbled out to an 0-2 start, Head Coach Bill O’Brien has rallied the Nittany Lions together 
and rattled off four straight wins (two in-conference). Senior quarterback Matt McGloin has been strong, throwing for nearly 1,500 yards 
and 12 touchdowns on the season and throwing a school-record 35 completions in last week’s win over then-No.24 Northwestern. 
On defense, the linebacker duo of Gerald Hodges and Michael Mauti are having terrific seasons, with 107 tackles, five for loss, three 
interceptions, 13 passes defensed and three forced fumbles combined.

Across the ACC

Changing of the Guard - Florida State dropped seven spots in the USA Today Coaches Poll after being upset at N.C. State, 17-16. It is 
the first time this season the No. 11 Seminoles find themselves outside of college football’s top 10. Clemson jumped up two spots to No. 
13 following their 47-31 victory over Georgia Tech. Duke (10) and N.C. State (6) were the other two ACC schools to receive votes in the 
poll. 
Devil with a Blue Dress - With a catch for minus-2 yards in the first quarter against Virginia last week, Duke wide receiver Conner 
Vernon set the ACC record for career receptions. After an impressive performance that saw him haul in seven catched for 93 yards and 
two touchdowns, Vernon has 239 career receptions with at least six games still to play. Also of note in Duke’s 42-17 victory was the play 
of backup quarterback Anthony Boone, who threw to the tune of 212 yards and four touchdowns filling in for an injured Sean Renfree. 
Gio’s Big Day - UNC running back Giovanni Bernard had a monster game Saturday against Virginia Tech. The sophomore ran for a 
career-high 262 yards against the Hokies, the most ever by a single player against a Frank Beamer-coached team. His 11.4 yards per 
carry was the highest mark in school history, and had two runs of 51 yards or more. Through 52 carries this season, Bernard is averaging 
9.1 yards per carry and has found the endzone five times. 
Sammy Who? - Clemson wide out Sammy Watkins, 2011 ACC Rookie of the Year, has already missed three games in 2012 and has yet 
to haul in his first receiving touchdown of the year. However, thanks to the elevated game of DeAndre Hopkins the Tigers’ offense hasn’t 
missed a beat. After a monster seven catch, 173 yard and two touchdown performance last week over Georgia Tech, the junior leads all 
FBS receivers with 777 receiving yards and is tied for second in the nation with eight touchdowns. 

Sun. Dec.2 BCS Selection Show / Coaches’ Teleconference

Sat. Dec. 15 Credential Application / Media Hotel Reservations Closed

Sat. Dec. 29 2012 MetroPCS Orange Bowl Basketball Classic (FSN)
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Weekend Watch List
No. 5 Kansas State at No. 25 Iowa State
Saturday, Oct. 13, 12:00 p.m.
The Wilcat’s and Heisman hopeful Colin Klein will 
try and keep their BCS dreams alive against Iowa 
State, coming off a big conference win over TCU, 
and the imposing linebacker duo of Jake Knott and 
A.J. Klein. 
No. 15 Texas vs. No. 10 Oklahoma
Saturday, Oct. 13, 12:00 p.m.
Cotton Bowl - Dallas, TX
Oklahoma has taken two straight in the Red River 
Rivalry, and they’ll bring a better defense to Dallas 
than David Ash and the Longhorns have faced 
all season. Landry Jones has a career 2-1 record 
against Texas, with 843 yards and six touchdowns 
over three games. 
No. 1 Alabama at Missouri
Saturday, Oct. 13, 3:30 p.m.
Alabama and the number one defense in the nation 
get into the heart of it’s conference schedule, as their 
talented backfield continues to steamroll through 
opponents. Meanwhile, the Missouri Tigers will try 
and pick up its first conference win as members of 
the SEC without quarterback James Franklin. 
No. 4 West Virginia at Texas Tech
Saturday, Oct. 13, 3:30 p.m.

Heisman frontrunner Geno Smith (1,996 yards, 24 
touchdowns, no interceptions) looks to continue his 
prolific season against a Red Raiders’ pass defense 
that has allowed just 117.4 yards passing per game 
this season. Seth Doege and Texas Tech will try and 
rebound after last week’s loss to Oklahoma. 
No. 17 Stanford at No. 7 Notre Dame
Saturday, Oct. 13, 3:30 p.m.
Cardinal quarterback Josh Nunes was clutch in 
Stanford’s overtime win over Arizona (393 yards of 
offense, five touchdowns). He’ll need to channel 
even more magic against the nation’s second-ranked 
defense, where Notre Dame linebacker Manti Te’o 
has emerged as a legitimate Heisman candidate. 
Illinois at Michigan
Saturday, Oct. 13, 3:30 p.m.

Michigan appeared to right the ship in a 
commanding 44-13 win over Purdue last weekend, 
and it will get a chance to pad its conference resume 
this week against an Illinois squad that has allowed 
more points per game than any other Big Ten school. 
No. 6 Florida at Vanderbilt
Saturday, Oct. 13, 6:00 p.m.
The 2012 Florida Gators can claim the best defense 
of the Will Muschamp era, holding opponents to just 
11.4 points per game, and a strong ground game 
behind workhorse Mike Gillislee (34 carries, 146 
yards and two scores against LSU).  He could have 
a field day against a Commodore defense that has 
allowed 111.2 yards a game to lead backs from FBS 
schools. 
No. 9 USC at Washington
Saturday, Oct. 13, 7:00 p.m.
The Trojans didn’t quite get the statement win they 
needed last week against Utah, but will have a 
chance to further improve their Pac-12 record this 
week at Washington. Keith Price and the Huskies 
will have to limit turnovers (five last week at Oregon) 
if they want to hang with the potent USC offense. 
No. 3 South Carolina at No. 8 LSU
Saturday, Oct. 13, 8:00 p.m.
Marcus Lattimore and the Gamecocks are coming 
off a statement win over Georgia, and look to further 
their BCS dreams this weekened in Baton Rouge. 
LSU, coming off a 14-6 heartbreaker at Florida, will 
try and get its season back on track in its second of 
five straight meetings against ranked opponenets. 
No. 21 Texas A&M at No. 24 Louisiana Tech
Saturday, Oct. 13, 9:00 p.m.
“Johnny Football” has the Aggies playing with the 
SEC’s best, leading the nation’s eighth-ranked 
scoring offense (44.6 points a game) against 
Louisiana Tech. The undefeated Bulldogs are ranked 
in the Coaches poll for the first time in school history. 

USA Today Coaches Poll

1. Alabama (58)
2. Oregon (1)
3. South Carolina
4. West Virgina
5. Kansas State
6. Florida
7. Notre Dame
8. LSU
9. USC
10. Oklahoma
11. Florida State
12. Georgia
13. Clemson
14. Oregon State
15. Texas
16. Louisville
17. Stanford
18. Mississippi State
19. Rutgers
20. Cincinnati
21. Texas A&M
22. Boise State
23. TCU
24. Louisiana Tech
25. Iowa State

Photo of the Week

It was a special moment for an Orange Bowl alumni Andrew Luck over the weekend. 
The Stanford quarterback (pictured above) threw for 287 yards and four touchdowns 

in the Cardinal’s 40-12 victory over Virginia Tech in the 2011 Orange Bowl, all a 
part of an illustrious college career that made him the number one overall pick in 
the 2012 NFL Draft. On Sunday, the NFL rookie led the Indianapolis Colts to an 
emotional victory over the Green Bay Packers just one week after Colts’ Head 

Coach Chuck Pagano was diagnosed with leukemia. Pagano, currently undergoing 
treatment in Indianapolis, is also an Orange Bowl alumn. Pagano was a part of the 

University of Miami coaching staff who appeared in the 1995 Classic. 

ARKANSAS’ PATIENCE BEARD NOMINATED FOR DISCOVER 
ORANGE BOWL-FWAA COURAGE AWARD

DALLAS (FWAA) – Arkansas’ Patience Beard is the weekly nominee for the 2012 Discover Orange Bowl-FWAA Courage 
Award, to be announced at the end of the season. Beard, a freshman from Texarkana, Texas, made the Razorbacks’ 
cheerleading squad despite a prosthetic left leg.

Beard is already becoming known as “the girl with the zebra leg,” a reference to the special design of the prosthetic she 
wears. She was born with a proximal femoral focal deficiency, which affects bone growth. At age 9 months, her left leg was 
amputated, but it barely slowed her down. She participated in gymnastics as a child, took up cheerleading in middle school 
and was homecoming queen last year at Texas High School. But even she was surprised to make the 12-member freshman 
squad at an FBS-level school.

“I’ve always dreamed of this,” Beard said, “but never thought I’d be here doing what I’ve always wanted to do. I can’t even put 
into words how exciting and amazing this year has been already.”

Arkansas cheerleading/spirit coordinator Jean Nail said Beard is able to perform all of the required stunts and routines.

“She’s the kind of person we want,” Arkansas cheerleading/spirit coordinator Jean Nail told Yahoo! Sports. “She’s a good role 
model. And she’s absolutely qualified.” And Nail adds: “Sometimes when you see Patience, it just gives you that little extra 
edge you need to try one more time.”

Beard credits her parents with “giving me my drive” and never allowing her to have excuses.

“I’d just hope everyone … would know they can do whatever they put their mind to,” she said.

For the seventh straight year, the Football Writers Association of America and the Discover Orange Bowl will announce a 
weekly nominee each Wednesday during the season. A blue-ribbon panel will determine the winner from all of the nominees. 
The winner of the Discover Orange Bowl-FWAA Courage Award will be announced in December and be presented with the 
trophy during the week of the 2013 Discover BCS National Championship Game.

The Courage Award was created by ESPN The Magazine’s senior writer Gene Wojciechowski, also an FWAA member. 
A select group of writers from the FWAA vote on the winner each year. The requirements for nomination include displaying 
courage on or off the field, including overcoming an injury or physical handicap, preventing a disaster or living through 
hardship.

Quick Hits
Prior to last season, South Carolina football had never won more than 10 games in a single season. Now they’ve won 
10 in a row. Steve Spurrier’s squad hasn’t lost since falling to No.7 Arkansas 44-28 in Week 10 of the 2011 season, a 
streak that includes three wins over ranked opponents. 

The first Harris Poll was released this week, drawing many similairites with the Coaches Poll. Numbers one through 
eight are all the same, with the only differences coming at No. 9 Florida State and No. 10 USC. No. 1 Alabama received 
108 first-place votes, while No.2 Oregon received five. The first BCS poll will be released this Sunday. 

After a 235-yard performance in last week’s rout of Purdue, Denard Robinson is now the Big Ten’s all-time leading 
rusher among quarterbacks with 3,905 career yards. He passed former Indiana standout Antwaan Randle El (3,895 
yards) for the conference record, and is 575 yards away from passing former West Virginia quarterback Pat White for 
the FBS record. 

For the first tme in the history of the Coaches Poll, the Big Ten does not have a single member ranked in college 
football’s top 25. Undefeated Ohio State holds on to the number eight spot in the AP Poll, but is ineligible for the 
Coaches Poll. 


